Fifty-four percent-3.2 million acres-of the Unit's timberland is in public ownership (fig. 2). The largest owner is the State of Minnesota, with nearly 1.4 million acres, followed by county and municipal governments with 1.2 million acres, and the Chippewa National Forest with 567 thousand acres. The Northern Pine Unit has 1 7 percent of all timberland owned by county and municipal governments in the Nation.
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